


IAEM AEM® / CEM® Interest Self-Assessment 
Self-Assessment Guide for those interested in possibly pursuing the Associate Emergency Manager or Certified Emergency Manager Certifications
	Overview
Purpose: A self-assessment to help you determine whether your background appears sufficient to support applying for either the AEM or CEM certifications. This is not a documentation audit or certification decision.
How to Use: Answer Yes / No / Unsure. A “Yes” means you believe that you meet the basic eligibility/background requirement. 'Unsure' identifies an item to investigate further before applying.
Key Distinction: This checklist asks, “Do I have the background to apply?” — not “Do I have all of the paperwork ready?”
Reference Document: The Applicant Guidebook is the guiding document for qualifications and requirements for certification.  It is found on the IAEM.org website under Certification Program resources.


1. AEM® — Readiness Checklist
Assess whether you have the background to apply for the Associate Emergency Manager (AEM®) credential.
	Element
	Self-Assessment Question
	What to Look For
	Status [ ]

	Basic Eligibility
	AEM applicants only need to meet the requirements for the Pre-Application, References, and Training sections of the Certification Application. 
	Review current Applicant Guidebook eligibility requirements.
	


	References
	Can I identify three professional people who can credibly speak to my professional experience?
	A current supervisor is generally expected for one.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Reference Letter
	Can I obtain a qualifying professional reference letter from my supervisor?
	See requirements for special circumstances where there is no supervisor.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure


	Training — EM
	Do I have at least 100 qualifying Emergency Management (EM) training hours?
	Training should fit IAEM's EM subject areas and requirements.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Training — GM
	Do I have at least 100 qualifying General Management (GM) training hours?
	Training should fit IAEM's GM subject areas and requirements.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Training — Time
	Was the qualifying training completed within the applicable 10-year period?
	Think about when the training occurred, and whether you can document it.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Overall Readiness
	Looking at the whole application, do I appear to meet the general eligibility requirements for an IAEM AEM applicant?
	If any answers are “No” or “Unsure”, investigate further before applying.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure


2. CEM® —Readiness Checklist
Assess whether you may have the background to apply for the Certified Emergency Manager (CEM®) credential.
	Element
	Self-Assessment Question
	What to Look For
	Status [ ]

	Basic Eligibility
	CEM applicants need to meet the requirements for the Pre-Application, Work History, Experience, References, Education, Training, and Professional Contributions sections of the Certification Application. 
	Review current Applicant Guidebook eligibility requirements.
	

	Work History — Scope
	Has my experience involved comprehensive emergency management across multiple phases/functions?
	Think preparedness, mitigation, response, recovery and related management responsibilities.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Work History - Time
	Do I have the required length of time in comprehensive emergency management work experience?
	Generally, 3 years full-time, or 2 years with a qualifying bachelor’s degree in emergency management.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Experience
	Can I identify at least one qualifying exercise, disaster, or major-event experience pathway?
	Examples include one full-scale exercise, two functional exercises, qualifying declared disaster experience, or qualifying major public event.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Experience — Role
	Was my role substantive emergency management work rather than only attendance, observation, or evaluation?
	Direction and control rather than a first responder.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	References
	Can I identify three professional people who can credibly speak to my professional experience?
	A current supervisor is generally expected for one.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure


	Reference Letter
	Can I obtain a qualifying professional reference letter from my supervisor?
	See requirements for special circumstances where there is no supervisor.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure


	Education
	Do I have the required qualifying bachelor's/baccalaureate degree or an applicable alternative?
	USA/Europa applicants generally need a qualifying bachelor's degree; council-specific provisions may differ.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Training — EM
	Do I have at least 100 qualifying Emergency Management (EM) training hours?
	Training should fit IAEM's EM subject areas and requirements.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Training — GM
	Do I have at least 100 qualifying General Management (GM) training hours?
	Training should fit IAEM's GM subject areas and requirements.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Training — Time
	Was the qualifying training completed within the applicable 10-year period?
	Consider the age of the training and any stated exceptions.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Professional Contributions
	Can I identify at least six different qualifying Professional Contribution categories? (see chart below)
	Six unique categories are required for initial CEM (see #3 below); multiple activities in one category do not equal multiple categories.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure

	Overall Readiness
	Looking at the whole application, do I appear to meet the general eligibility requirements for an IAEM CEM applicant?
	If any answers are “No” or “Unsure”, investigate further before applying.
	[  ] Yes
[  ] No
[  ] Unsure



3. CEM® Professional Contributions — 6 Categories Requirement
	Professional Contribution Self-Assessment Instructions

Instruction: Check categories where you have a plausible qualifying contribution. You are not proving the contribution here; you are determining whether you have the type of professional activity needed to apply.
Requirement: Initial CEM applicants must identify at least SIX (6) DIFFERENT categories. Multiple activities within a single category count as only one category.

	Category
	Examples / Self-Test
	When / Where & Notes
	Done? [✓ ]

	Membership
	Sustained membership in a qualifying emergency management organization.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Professional Conference
	Qualifying conference/workshop participation of at least 40 total hours.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Service Role
	Board, committee, task force, or special project service.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Leadership Role
	Leadership in support of comprehensive EM outside normal job duties.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Special Assignment
	Short-term EM assignment/detail outside normal duties.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Speaking
	Three separate qualifying speaking engagements.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Teaching
	At least 3 hours of qualifying EM instruction.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Course Development
	Development of qualifying EM course/training content.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Publications
	Qualifying EM publication contribution.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Audio-Visual / Interactive Products
	Qualifying EM audio-visual or interactive product.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Awards / Special Recognition
	Qualifying personal EM award or special recognition.
	
	[  ] Yes

	EM-Related Certification
	Qualifying emergency management-related certification.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Legislative Contact
	Qualifying legislative/public policy contact related to EM.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Research
	Qualifying emergency management research activity.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Mentoring / Proctoring
	Qualifying emergency management mentoring or proctoring.
	
	[  ] Yes

	Other
	Another contribution that is not already covered by another category.
	
	[  ] Yes


4. Key Guidelines & Next Steps
1. Documentation Phase: You do not have to have certificates, reference letters, position descriptions, transcripts, etc. at this assessment stage. However, you should know that you are able to acquire and submit them.   Those will be collected during the formal application preparation phase.
2. Final Determination: A 'Green' / 'Likely Ready' self-assessment result indicates high readiness to apply, but does not guarantee qualification. IAEM's Certification Commission makes all final certification determinations.
3. . Initial Assessment: After completing the initial assessment, determine whether you still have questions about your readiness to apply for one of the certifications.  Ensure that you carefully review the requirements in the Applicant Guidebook and seek out a mentor. You may reference the list of volunteer mentors on the IAEM website under certification program resources or ask a certified AEM or CEM.  If you still have questions, you may contact IAEM at certificationinfo@IAEM.com.  Please remember that we cannot preapprove items for submission or applicants.  

Source Reference: IAEM AEM® and CEM® Applicant Guidebook (Revised June 23, 2026)
https://iaem.cloud/get-certified/Applicant-Guidebook.pdf
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