Article Template – Use this template to highlight the profession in your Alumni magazines. Instructions are highlighted.

Alumni Profile: Making a Difference Through Emergency Management
[Choose the best headline to highlight your role or impact. Some examples are below.
Examples:
· Leading Through Crisis
· Prepared for Every Challenge
· Building Safer Communities
· From the Classroom to Community Resilience]
Emergency management professionals work behind the scenes every day to help communities, organizations, and businesses prepare for, respond to, recover from, and mitigate the impacts of disasters. Whether addressing hurricanes, cyber incidents, public health emergencies, campus safety, supply chain disruptions, or business continuity, emergency managers play a vital role in protecting lives, property, and critical operations.
As a graduate of [University Name], [Alumnus Name] has built a career dedicated to helping others prepare for the unexpected.
About My Career
[Highlight your current position and responsibilities.
Include information such as:
· Your current job title and employer.
· The type of organization where you work (government, higher education, healthcare, nonprofit, private sector, military, etc.).
· Your primary responsibilities.
· The types of emergencies or hazards you help manage.
· What a typical day looks like.

Why Emergency Management Matters
Emergency management is often misunderstood as a profession that only responds to disasters. In reality, much of the work occurs long before an emergency and continues long after the immediate crisis has passed.
[Share your perspective by answering questions such as:
· Why is emergency management important?
· What do you wish more people understood about the profession?
· How does your work help protect people, organizations, or communities?
· What are some of the biggest challenges facing emergency managers today?]
Every emergency manager has experiences that shape their career.
[Consider sharing:
· A response to a significant incident.
· A preparedness initiative that made a difference.
· A project that improved resilience.
· A lesson learned that has influenced how you approach your work.
(Please avoid sharing confidential or sensitive information.)]
[If submitting this article to appear before or during National Emergency Management Awareness Month in August, consider including the following paragraph]
Each August, communities across the country recognize National Emergency Management Awareness Month, an opportunity to highlight the vital work of emergency management professionals and encourage individuals, businesses, schools, healthcare organizations, and government agencies to strengthen their preparedness. The observance serves as a reminder that emergency management is a shared responsibility. Building resilient communities depends on collaboration among public officials, private industry, nonprofit organizations, educators, healthcare providers, and residents who all play a role in preparing for and responding to emergencies. Emergency managers help bring these partners together to reduce risk, improve coordination, and ensure communities are ready to face whatever challenges lie ahead.
[If submitting this article to appear during National Preparedness Month in September, consider including the following paragraph]
September is recognized as National Preparedness Month, a nationwide campaign that encourages individuals, families, businesses, and communities to prepare for disasters and emergencies before they occur. The observance highlights the importance of having emergency plans, staying informed about local risks, and building partnerships that strengthen community resilience. Emergency managers play a central role in these efforts by coordinating planning, training, exercises, and public education initiatives that help communities respond effectively and recover more quickly when disasters strike.
Education Impacts My Career
Education provides the foundation for a successful career.
[Reflect on how your experience at [University Name] prepared you by discussing topics such as:
· Courses, professors, or experiences that influenced your career.
· Skills you developed that you still use today.
· How your education prepared you to solve complex problems.
· Ways the university helped develop your leadership, communication, or critical thinking abilities.
· Advice or lessons from your time as a student that continue to guide you professionally.]

Advice for Current Students 
[This section is optional or may be shortened to fit word counts.]
Emergency management is a profession built on leadership, collaboration, and lifelong learning. While every career path is different, there are several steps students can take to prepare for success.
Seek opportunities to gain real-world experience through internships, volunteer work, campus emergency management programs, or organizations involved in public safety and community resilience. Practical experience provides valuable insight into how emergency management works across government, healthcare, higher education, nonprofit organizations, and the private sector.
Develop strong communication and problem-solving skills. Emergency managers work with people from many different backgrounds and disciplines, often during challenging situations. The ability to communicate clearly, build partnerships, and make informed decisions under pressure is just as important as technical knowledge.
Take advantage of opportunities to network with professionals in the field. Attend conferences, join professional organizations, and connect with mentors who can provide guidance and help you understand the many career paths available within the profession.
Finally, remain curious and committed to continuous learning. The risks facing communities and organizations continue to evolve, requiring emergency managers to stay informed about emerging hazards, new technologies, and best practices. Those who embrace lifelong learning will be well prepared to lead efforts that strengthen resilience and protect the people and organizations they serve.

Looking Ahead
[Conclude by sharing what motivates you and what you hope to accomplish in the future.
You may also discuss:
· Emerging trends in emergency management.
· Opportunities for the next generation of professionals.
· Your vision for creating safer, more resilient communities.]

About the Alumnus
Name:
Degree(s):
Graduation Year:
Current Position:
Organization:
Location:
(Optional)
· LinkedIn:
· Professional Certifications:
· Professional Associations:

