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Presentation Abstract:

Kids are everywhere- homes, schools, parks, movie theaters, malls... and they show
up en masse to special events, like concerts and festivals, holiday parades and
sporting events. As emergency managers, we do an incredible amount of planning for
special events. We make sure security is in place, we have medical staff on site, we
have roads blocked off; we might even have an Emergency Operations Center partially
activated or on standby just in case... But how often are we incorporating children in
our special event planning scenarios? Including pediatrics in emergency planning is
essential for whole community preparedness because we all know, kids are not just
mini-grown-ups. And if you didn’t know children aren’t just smaller versions of adults,
we’ll review key physical and psychological differences with respect to disaster
preparedness. After our refresher, we will discuss three different disaster scenarios (a
CBRN attack, an active shooter and dirty bomb) at a special event and walk through
pediatric considerations to include in planning. Finally, we will wrap up by examining
some FREE resources to assist you in pediatric emergency management planning! We
will introduce you to the Pediatric Pandemic Network and Pediatric Centers of
Excellence as we walk through where to find toolkits, just-in-time training videos,
exercises and more. There will always be children in our communities- and they will
always be attending whatever fun and exciting events that interest them; let's make
sure we keep them as safe as possible by including pediatrics in our special event
plans.



Learning Objectives:

1. Differentiate between the key considerations for pediatric emergency
preparedness planning versus adults

2. Discuss specific hazard planning for children at major events, such as CBRN,
active shooter or a bombing

3.  Apply best practices for incorporating pediatric components into your special
event planning
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