
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How to Make Public Private Partnerships Your Super Power 

 
Presented by: Andrea Davis, Julianna Davis, Faith Newton 

 
Presentation Abstract: This presentation highlights the critical role of public-private 
partnerships (PPPs) in emergency management, emphasizing their ability to enhance 
life safety, economic security, and community resilience. The success of these 
partnerships depends on mutual benefit and active participation from both sectors. 

 
Learning Objectives: 

Learning Objective 1: Participants will be able to identify key community stakeholders 
and articulate the essential components of an effective public-private partnership 
framework in emergency management. 

 

Learning Objective 2: Participants will be able to explain how integrating private-
sector partners into preparedness, response, and recovery efforts strengthens supply 
chain resilience and last-mile crisis operations. 

 

Learning Objective 3: Participants will be able to describe strategies for sustaining 
and evaluating public-private partnerships through ongoing training, communication, 
and performance measurement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Speaker Bio: Andrea Davis is a recognized expert in the field of emergency 
management, dedicating her career to bridging the silos between the public and private 
sectors to create a unified approach to disaster risk reduction.  
 
Ms. Davis has held leadership roles with NGOs (The American Red Cross, Save the 
Children US), the US Federal Government (FEMA, The Federal Reserve) and for 
Fortune 500 Companies (Walmart, Disney). With each role, Ms. Davis leveraged her 
influence to lead global initiatives emphasizing the importance of making risk-informed 
decisions and engaging all community members in the decision-making process. 
Currently, Ms. Davis serves as the President and CEO of The Resiliency Initiative 
(TRI), an award-winning, certified woman-owned small business.  Ms. Davis founded 
TRI out of a passion to serve the whole community before, during, and after an 
emergency. In 2025, Ms. Davis launched The Resiliency Institute, a 501 (c) (3) 
nonprofit, to further her mission of creating a more resilient world. 
 
Julianna Davis (she/her) is the Communications, Development, and Administrative 
Manager at the Hawaiʻi Workers Center (HWC). Over the past 6 years, she has 
dedicated her career to creating equitable futures through communications, community 
organizing, and advocacy. In her role at the HWC, she uses strategic communications 
to uplift the stories of directly impacted worker leaders, including those affected by the 
August 2023 Lahaina wildfires and the March 2026 Kona Low storm flooding. She has 
previously held roles with the American Association of Geographers, ACLU of Hawaiʻi, 
and Hawaiʻi Children's Action Network, and holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science with a minor in Geography and Environment from the University of Hawaiʻi at 
Mānoa. 
 
Faith Newton, CEM, MBCP, NEMEA, Chief Executive Officer, The Resiliency 
Initiative  
 
Faith Newton has been in the emergency management profession for over twelve 
years. She is passionate about emergency management and crisis leadership because 
she views her ultimate mission is to provide people hope in the midst of chaos and 
devastation. Ms. Newton’s ability to think critically and her exceptional organizational 
skills allow her to "put chaos back in its box." 
 
Prior to joining TRI, Ms. Newton served as the Director of Preparedness and Public-
Private Partnerships for the Walmart Corporation. Ms. Newton developed and 
executed annual deployment training so Walmart associates could deploy onsite to 
Local, State, and Federal emergency operation centers in support of disaster 



response. She coordinated and implemented the enterprise business continuity 
program, including program implementation, training, and exercise to 40 coordinators 
and over 400 business continuity plans; and she led the senior executive leadership 
crisis planning and exercise program, creating and facilitating annual Executive 
Council exercises, maintenance of quarterly preparedness material and plan 
development.   
 
Furthermore, Ms. Newton collaborated with the United Nations to provide strategic 
direction on resiliency projects through the R!SE initiative to create global resiliency 
through the public and private sectors. Ms. Newton also created the Northwest 
Arkansas Preparedness Group for businesses, emergency services, and hospitals to 
discuss public health threat preparedness, community resiliency, and disaster 
response collaboration. 
 
Ms. Newton is a graduate of Arkansas Tech University in Russellville, AR, with a 
Master's of Science in Emergency Management and Homeland Security, a Bachelor's 
of Science in Emergency Administration Management, and a minor in Criminal Justice. 
 


